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THE FOCUS OF THE CONFERENCE

Three facts and a set of dilemmas today, and even more in the future, require great attention of 
engineering and social sciences, professions and policy making. Even more, the relationship between 
them will be something that will influence the future of cities. These facts and dilemmas are: 

•	 The increase and the concentration of population in urban areas, especially in the big cities and 
their metropolitan areas, that will rapidly grow to dimensions of enormous conurbations. 

The dilemma is to what extent the uncontrolled growth of large cities, and especially the inevitable 
development of metropolitan areas, can endanger their real capacity (water, energy, transport, 
land, etc.). Does new technology can substantially contribute to enhancing rationality, efficiency and 
reliability of public services, or, if not properly controlled (in less developed countries), endanger the 
complex urban system?

•	 The amazing speed of exponential growth of technological advancements, that will, if it continues 
in the same pace: (A) completely change the behavior and relationships among the residents of 
the city, accelerate the mobility and regulate environment, or to (B) take control and authority 
over the people with the formula “help people” in cities, sterilize urban natural element (“the 
Green City concept”), and generally implement the idea of the “Brave New World”. 

The dilemma is whether and to what extent the growth and development of new technologies can 
significantly help urban sustainability and resilience (greater safety, efficiency and rationality, taking 
over manual labor in industry), or, to what extent could possibly jeopardize it (technocratic community 
governance, reducing privacy, social segregation, power elite that manages technology, etc.)?

•	 The relationship between people and technology is approaching the level where the technology is 
evolving drastically faster than the possibilities of its application, often with no available proper 
information on its progress. The development of know-how on the meaning and application of 
new technologies over a large proportion of urban population is threatening their privacy with 
increasing isolation and dependence on those who control technology development even today. 

The dilemma is whether the relationship between faster urbanization and rapid development of new 
technology and applications (Smart City, Smart Metropolitan Area), based in a large proportion on 
commercial interests of producers, can lead to the human dimension of the city? Whether the rapid 
development of new technology generates increasing number of ‘non-smart’ people, and whether their 
uncontrolled application without a clear and integrally observed needs (strategy, analyses, study), can 
contribute to the sustainable quality of urban life or not? Whether and to what extent smart technologies 
enhance the quality of urban life and natural humanity, making it easier for one part of city residents 
only? Does new technology increase urban cohesion or technological segregation?

These facts and dilemmas, as observed synergistic, have caused the need to review the current 
concepts of smart and human city, according to which the human quality and smartness of each city 
is being measured. At the same time, these facts require an answer to the question of the integral 
planning methodology adapted to cohabitation of the human city concept with new technological 
means and instruments. 
The Scientific Conference “The Future of Cities - Between Temptations of Exponential Technology 
Growth and the Concept of Human City’’, will deliver the book of proceedings before the conference. 
The scientific monograph with selected extended articles thematically covering a number of issues 
relevant for those dilemmas, will be edited in respectable edition after the conference.
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CONFERENCE TOPICS 

•	 Cities in the future - threats and opportunities of smart sustainability 
•	 City and challenges of demographic change and migrations 
•	 Resources of cities and smart resilience to climate change and other strikes 
•	 Social tissue change in future cities – segregation, isolation or cohesion
•	 Urban challenges: smart economy (industry), mobility, water, energy
•	 New technology exponential growth and the concept of human city 
•	 transformative role of CITY culture in THE smart age
•	 Urban identity - fiction or necessity (the impact of new technologies)
•	 Genesis of urban morphology in the future – coincidence, creation, policy 

making, or product of new technology
•	 Smart metropolitan areas as an inevitable future of big cities 
•	 The cities of the East and the West - effects of globalization and the global 

application of new technologies 
•	 Smart Planning, governance and decision-making (smart people, reflective 

planning)

Official language of the Conference is English.

organizers
•	 ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING SCIENCES OF SERBIA (AESS), belgrade, serbia 
•	 University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia

ENDORSING ORGANIZATION

•	 ISOCARP

co-organizers (to be updated)

•	 institute for spatial planning and Centre of Regional Science, faculty of 
Architecture and Planning, TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA, vienna, austria 

•	 LEIBNIZ INSTITUTE OF ECOLOGICAL URBAN AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT (IOER), DRESDEN, 
GERMANY

•	 Massachusetts Institute of Technology - special Program for Urban and 
Regional Studies (SPURS), CAMBRIDGE, USA

•	 Spa-ce.net – Network of Spatial Planning and Research Institutes in Central and 
Eastern Europe, Bratislava, SLOVAKIA

•	 SPECTRA CE EU at the Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, SLOVAKIA
•	 URBAN-INCERC, URBANPROIECT BRANCH, BUCHAREST, ROMANIA

invited speakers
The list of invited speakers will be precised after additional consultations.
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE (to be updated)

CHAIRS
•	 Bernhard Müller, technical university of dresden and int. member of aess, dresden, germany
•	 BORISLAV STOJKOV, ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING SCIENCES OF SERBIA (AESS), belgrade, serbia
•	 MAROs FINKA, SPECTRA CE EU and TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF BRATISLAVA, bratislava, slovakia
•	 RUDOLF GIFFINGER, TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA and int. member of aess, vienna, austria
•	 Velimir Šećerov, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia

members
•	 ALEKSANDAR KADIJEVIĆ, University of belgrade - faculty of philosophy, belgrade, serbia
•	 aleksandra đukić, University of belgrade - faculty of architecture, belgrade, serbia
•	 BILJANA STOJANOVIĆ, University of belgrade - Faculty of TECHNOLOGY AND METALLURGY and aess, 

belgrade, serbia
•	 BISH SANYAL, MIT-spurs, CAMBRIDGE, USA
•	 bogdan lukić, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 božidar manić, institute of architecture and urban & spatial planning of serbia, belgrade, serbia
•	 branko kovačević, UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE - FACULTY OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING and aess, BELGRADE, 

SERBIA
•	 dejan filipović, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 dragutin tošić, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 igor marić, institute of architecture and urban & spatial planning of serbia and aess, belgrade, 

serbia
•	 jelena luković, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 JULIA SPIRIDONOVA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPALITIES OF BULGARIA, sofia, bulgaria
•	 MATEJ Jaššo, SPECTRA CENTRE and TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF BRATISLAVA, bratislava, slovakia
•	 MILA PUCAR, institute of architecture and urban & spatial planning of serbia and aess, belgrade, 

serbia 
•	 MINA PETROVIĆ, University of belgrade - faculty of philosophy, belgrade, serbia
•	 mirko grčić, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 PETAR PETROVIĆ, University of belgrade - Faculty of Mechanical Engineering and aess, belgrade, 

serbia
•	 SINIŠA TRKULJA, Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure of the Republic of Serbia, 

belgrade, serbia
•	 thomas dillinger, technical university of vienna, vienna, austria
•	 vladan đokić, University of belgrade - faculty of architecture and aess, belgrade, serbia
•	 VUK BOGDANOVIĆ, university of novi sad, faculty of technical sciences, NOVI SAD, serbia

ORGANIZing COMMITTEE (to be updated)

•	 Marijana Pantić, institute of architecture and urban & spatial planning of serbia, belgrade, 
serbia, president

•	 Borislav Stojkov, aess, belgrade, serbia
•	 Branko Protić, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 dEJAN FILIPOVIĆ, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
•	 MILOLJUB SMILJANIĆ, AESS, BELGRADE, SERBIA
•	 Velimir Šećerov, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia
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The Conference Secretary 
•	 Branko Protić, University of belgrade - faculty of GEOGRAPHY, belgrade, serbia

supporting Organisations (to be updated)

•	 MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SCIEnCE AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF SERBIA

•	 Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure of the Republic of 
Serbia

•	 International Society of City and Regional Planners - isocarp, the hague, the 
netheralnds 

•	 institute of architecture and urban & spatial planning of serbia, BELGRADE, 
SERBIA

•	 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPALITIES OF BULGARIA, SOFIA, BULGARIA
•	 UNION OF ENGINEERS AND TECHNICIANS OF SERBIA, BELGRADE, SERBIA
•	 UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE - FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, BELGRADE, SERBIA
•	 UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE - FACULTY OF CIVIL ENGINEERING, BELGRADE, SERBIA
•	 UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE - FACULTY OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, BELGRADE, SERBIA
•	 UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE - FACULTY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING, BELGRADE, SERBIA
•	 UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE - FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, BELGRADE, SERBIA

Important Dates/Deadlines 

Abstract Submission: 		  15th April 2019
Response to Abstracts: 		  30th April 2019
Paper Submission: 			   1st July 2019
Deadline for all Reviews: 		  19th August 2019
Final Acceptance Of Papers: 	 1st September 2019
Attendance Registration: 		  till 1st October 2019
Start of the Conference: 		  24th October 2019
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Registration Fees*

Early-bird rates (on or before July 30, 2019)

•	 Non-student: Euro 200
•	 Student: Euro 150
•	 Accompanying person/guest: Euro 50

Regular rates (after July 30, 2019)

•	 Non-student: Euro 280
•	 Student: Euro 200
•	 Accompanying person/guest: Euro 50

The registration fee includes lunch, coffees and beverages, field trip and conference bag with 
printed copy of the conference proceedings.

All authors whose papers are accepted need to register for the Conference in order to have their 
papers published (at least one author for each paper).

Instructions for payment will be provided at the end of March 2019.

* 20% VAT is included in all given prices.

HOW TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT 

Prospective authors are invited to submit previously unpublished papers relevant to conference 
topics. An abstract should be up to 300 words and max 5 key words. It should describe the 
rationale and aims of the paper, and some of its results. General descriptions of broad contexts 
should be avoided. The full contact details about the author(s) need to be provided (full name, 
affiliation, address and contact e-mail). Abstracts should be written in the third person and 
not in the first or second one (e.g. I, me, or my paper). Authors whose abstracts will have been 
accepted, will receive further details about how to submit their full papers, and further logistical 
information.

All abstracts/papers need to be written in English language and submitted to the Conference 
e-mail: thefutureofcities2019@gmail.com

CONTACT

All requests and questions should be sent to Conference e-mail: thefutureofcities2019@gmail.com


